April 24, 2017

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF REHOBOTH SELECTMEN
IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED SPECTRA ENERGY (ENBRIDGE INC.) ALGONQUIN
PIPELINE TRANSMISSION LEC’S ACCESS NORTHEAST PIPELINE COMPRESSOR STATION

Whereas, Spectra Energy (Enbridge, Inc.) Algonquin Pipeline Transmission LLC’s Access Northeast
Pipeline project has proposed a gas compressor station in Rehoboth on a parcel of land bordering the
towns of Attleboro and Seekonk, with abutting residents, which would compress and transmit
significantly increased volumes of gas obtained through hydraulic fracturing (“fracking™), at high
pressure through the existing Algonquin pipeline; and

Whereas, the total number of Rehoboth households, including the number of households from
Attleboro, and Seekonk within close proximity to the proposed gas compressor station is significantly
higher than the demographics of existing compressor stations; and

Whereas, there may be significant adverse effects of the daily operations of a gas compressor station
on noise, smell and air quality in such a densely populated area; and

Whereas, high pressure pipelines inherently carry the potential for leaks, rupture or devastating
explosion, causing untold damage {o property and lives and present added risks and damage to the health
and environment of those living near the evacuation corridor, adversely affecting property values,
residents' livelihoods, and personal safety; and

Whereas, should an emergency arise at the compressor station, Rehoboth depends solely upon an on-
call fire department and is a town without fire hydrants, and first responders are not allowed to enter the
property until representatives from Spectra Energy (Enbridge Inc.) are present; and

Whereas, should an evacuation be ordered at the compressor station, Rehoboth and the abutting towns
would be responsible for thousands of people (including school children) needing to vacate the area,
which would put significant strain on emergency response units; and

Whereas, there are 20,000 documented gas leaks in Massachusetts, 115 unrepaired and missing leaks in
Attleboro, and 32 unrepaired and missing leaks in Seekonk, and unreported leaks in the transmission
lines in Rehoboth, which emit the greenhouse gas equivalent of 6 million cars annually and cost
consumers an estimated $1 Billion; and

Whereas, natural gas, in actuality contains methane as well as serious toxic and carcinogenic chemicals
resulting from shale deposits and the gas fracturing process, and methane once considered a clean
energy source and is now proven to trap 86 times more heat than carbon dioxide when vented directly
into the air (unburned); and

Whereas, studies commissioned by the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office, the Conservation Law
Foundation, Synapse Energy and the University of New Hampshire have determined that not only is
increased gas capacity is not needed to meet the region’s electric reliability needs, but would be more
costly and environmentally destructive than investment in energy conservation measures and renewable
energy solutions; and




Whereas, Rehoboth is designated a “Right to Farm” community with numerous privately owned
agricultural farming concerns (including certified organic farms) that toxic emissions from compressor
stations could negatively impact; and

Whereas, the town of Rehoboth has numerous farms housing livestock for purposes of milk production
and meat consumption that may well be impacted by compressor station noise and emissions; and

Whereas, Rehoboth has numerous private equestrian farms, and compressor station noise and low
frequency vibration (LFN) is proven to be detrimental to animals; and

Whereas, Rehoboth is a well water only community, and as the fracking process uses 60 toxic
chemicals, some of which remain in the gas during transmission, and compressor stations and pipeline
ruptures have the potential to contaminate our local wetland and water supplies, and Rehoboth wetlands
are an important watershed area for the Palmer River and Narragansett Bay.

Therefore, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Rehoboth hereby resoive and declare that they:

Oppose any effort to locate Spectra Energy’s (Enbridge, Inc) 10,320 hp gas compressor station within
Rehoboth's borders and to disallow the construction of any and all similar projects that may later be
proposed, and participate in and provide comments to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

(FERC); and

Will make an application to both FERC and the EFSB, that requires additional scoping hearings after
the ANE Resource Reports are filed, and before Spectra Energy (Enbridge Inc.) formally files their
project with FERC, and to require scoping hearings to be held in Rehoboth for residents to voice their

concerns; and

Apply for Intervenor Status during the three-week period after Spectra Energy (Enbridge, Inc.) files its
application with FERC; and

Oppose the use of Rehoboth land as a conduit for the export of natural gas, likely causing higher gas
prices from competition with international markets; and

Be it further resolved, that the Rehoboth Town Administrator send copies of this resolution to the
Massachusetts Governor and Attorney General, Massachusetts State/ Federal representatives and
Senatgys, Spectra Energy (Enbridge, Inc.) and FERC. /7
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