
 
 

TOWN OF REHOBOTH 
 

 
 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 State Primary Election 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020 Presidential & State Election 
 

7:00 AM – 8:00 PM  
ALL THREE PRECINCTS VOTING  ONLY AT 

 

PALMER RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – GYMNASIUM 
(Enter Gymnasium from Blacktop Area by Playground) 

 

326 Winthrop Street – Route 44 

Rehoboth, MA  02769 
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Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and Social Distancing Protocols the following changes have been 

made to the way the September 1 and November 3 Elections will be conducted. 
 

WHO  - All registered voters – Precincts 1, 2 & 3 
 

WHAT - State Primary (September 1, 2020) & Presidential (November 3, 2020) 
 

WHERE - All Three Precincts Will Vote at the Palmer River Elementary School 

Gymnasium - Enter from Blacktop Area by Playground 

      326 Winthrop Street – Route 44 
 

WHEN - Tuesday, September 1, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:00 PM  

   Tuesday, November 3, 2020 – 7:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
 

WHY  - Pursuant to Section 1 of Chapter 45 of the Acts of  2020  and  because  of  the  State  of  

Emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to executive order 591, Declaration of a 

State of Emergency to Respond to COVID-19, the Governor signing new legislation on 

July 6th relative to voting options in response to COVID and its implications on election 

administration, which were voted by the Board of Selectmen and approved by State 

Elections 
 

At its meeting on August 10, 2020, the Board of Selectmen voted to reduce the polling locations due to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic, State of Emergency and Social Distancing Protocols.  Selectmen voted to designate 

Palmer River Elementary School (PRES) - Gymnasium, 326 Winthrop Street (Route 44) in Rehoboth, MA 

as the polling place for the Tuesday, September 1, 2020 - State Primary Election and Tuesday, November 

3, 2020 – Presidential / State Election, and to set 7:00 AM – 8:00 PM as the hours the polling place shall 

remain open for in-person voting; and to take any other action as may be required to comply with guidance 

provided by Town Counsel and the Massachusetts Elections Division. Said motion is made in recognition 

of the extraordinary challenges of conducting an Election during a public health emergency. 

 

FALL 2020 ELECTIONS – VOTER OPTIONS GUIDE 
 

 

On July 6th the Governor signed new legislation - An Act relative to voting options in response to COVID.  

This legislation outlines 3 options for voting in the fall 2020 elections –  
 

Vote by Mail, Vote Early In-Person or Vote on Election Day. 
 

ELECTION TYPE 
DATE OF 

ELECTION 

ELECTION 

DAY 

LOCATION 

ELECTION 

DAY 

HOURS 

DEADLINE TO 

REGISTER  

TO VOTE** 

VOTE BY MAIL  

APPLICATION 

**DEADLINE 

State Primary 

Election 

September 1, 2020 PRES-

GYM* 

7 AM - 8 

PM 

 August 22, 

2020  

August 26th - 

5PM 

Presidential 

Election 

November 3, 2020 PRES-

GYM* 

7 AM - 8 

PM 

October 24, 

2020 

October 28th - 

5PM 

*PRES-GYM~Palmer River Elementary School Gymnasium-326 Winthrop Street (Route 44)-Enter Gym by Blacktop Playground Area 

**Register to Vote or Change Party Application on Page 9.  Vote By Mail Application-Front and Back Cover. 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif4911/f/news/2020-vote-by-mail-application_-_primary_003.pdf
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SELECTION OF BALLOT TYPES - PRIMARY ELECTION ONLY 
 

In a primary election, a voter who is NOT registered in a political party (Unenrolled or commonly known as 

Independent) must specify the party ballot type of choice on the application to vote by mail or in person voting 

(early or on Election Day).  We are unable to process applications for Unenrolled / Independent voters who do 

not select a party ballot type on their application.  Unenrolled / Independent voters who select a party ballot 

type do not become registered in that party - they remain Unenrolled / Independent voters.   Voters who are 

registered in one of the 4 political parties (Democrat, Republican, Green-Rainbow, Libertarian) MUST take 

that party ballot and are not given a choice of ballot type.  However, if you want to check your voter registration 

or change your party affiliation before August 22, 2020, please: 

Verify Your Party Enrollment at 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx 

or Change Your Party Enrollment at 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/ (www.RegisterToVoteMA.com) 

prior to the deadline to register to vote and before applying for a mail in ballot. 

View sample party ballots at: 

https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots 

 

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY- WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: 
 

As per the 8-10-2020 Vote of the Board of Selectmen, all Elections for the remainder of 2020 (9-1-2020 and 

11-3-2020) will be held at the Palmer River Elementary School Gymnasium – 326 Winthrop Street (Route 

44).  When you arrive at Palmer River, PLEASE: Do not enter through the main entrance of the school 

(front of the building).  Voters will line up on the black top area, which is located before the playground 

around the side of the building towards the back.  All voters must enter from the Gymnasium 

Handicapped Ramp Entrance.  Voters will line up by precinct*, on the blacktop, social distancing six feet 

apart.  Thank you, Rehoboth Highway Department, for helping us mark the social distancing lines at Palmer 

River. If you are unsure of your precinct, please either call our office at 508-252-6502 or check online at: 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx 

Educated voters will reduce the amount of time necessary in the voting booths and reduce lines and crowding 

while voting.  You can view the sample ballots @ https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-

early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots, check your precinct number at the voter registration search 

website above and know the COVID-19 Safety and Social Distancing Protocols required by the Governor @ 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-prevention-and-treatment to keep everyone healthy and safe: 
 

 
•    Please do NOT go to the POLLS if you are sick or have been exposed leading up to Election Day.  

•    Wear a Face Covering or One Will Be Provided. 

•    Hands Will Be Sanitized Prior To Entering Voting Area or Gloves Will Be Provided. 

•    Bring a Pen – Blue or Black ink Sharpie or Paper Mate Flair (if you don’t want to borrow one). 

•    Bring a Clip Board or Book to mark your ballot on (if you don’t want to use a Voting Booth). 

•    Bring an ID – in some cases voters will be required to show an ID.   

•    Don’t Touch Your Face while at the polling location. 

•    Maintain Social Distancing – keep 6 feet away from anyone not from your household. 

•    Keep your ballot dry and free from hand sanitizers – to avoid tabulator issues. 
 

Please view the illustration of Palmer River Elementary School’s outside area  

(parking, blacktop area, gymnasium, entry and exit) on the next page. 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
http://www.registertovotema.com/
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-prevention-and-treatment
https://cms2.revize.com/revize/eastonma/departments/town_clerk1/know_before_you_go.php
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VOTE BY MAIL 
 

All registered voters qualify to vote by mail in the Fall 2020 Elections.  On July 15th vote-by-mail application 

post cards, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, were mailed to ALL registered voters who have not 

already applied to receive a vote by mail ballot by July 1st.  If you did not receive a vote by mail postcard and 

have not filed to receive your September and/or November ballots by mail, we have included a mail-in ballot 

application behind the front and back cover of this mailer.  Please complete, sign with a handwritten, not 

typed signature and either scan and e-mail to us at TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov, drop off in the drop box 

outside of Town Hall, 148 Peck Street, or mail to the Town Clerk’s Office, 148 Peck Street.  VERY 

IMPORTANT - APPLY EARLY - to allow ample time for processing your application and for the postal 

services to deliver your ballot to you.  For your information, any voter that has returned a vote by mail ballot 

(or voted early in person) cannot vote on Election Day.  Best way to return your ballot is to place it in the 

Drop Box outside of Town Offices (148 Peck Street). 

mailto:TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov
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TRACK  YOUR  APPLICATION  AND  BALLOT 
 

Voters who have applied for a vote by mail ballot may use this link: 

http://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema//track/trackmyballot.aspx 

to track the status of their application as well as their ballot status (mailed / received back in our 

office).  Please note that we anticipate a large volume of applications (there are over 9,500 voters in 

Rehoboth) and request you allow at least a week or so before checking the status of your application 

and allow a minimum of 7 business days to receive your ballot from the status date of mailing.  The 

Rehoboth Post Office has been very good about expediting ballots mailed at the Rehoboth Post Office; 

however, if you do not mail your ballot from Rehoboth, it can take 7 or more days for us to receive your 

mailed ballot from outside of Rehoboth.  Please DO NOT contact the Clerk's Office to check on your status 

until the recommended amount of time listed above has passed.  Inquiries should be sent via e-mail 

to TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov  or call 508-252-6502. 

 

RETURN OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOTS 
 

Mailed Ballots include a postage pre-paid return ballot envelope that is addressed to the Town Clerk's 

Office.  You may return your ballot by mail (please see deadlines below) or hand deliver your ballot by 

placing it in the drop box outside of the Town Offices (deadline is close of polls on Election Day). Ballots 

CANNOT be returned to the polling location on Election Day - they must be returned to the Town Clerk’s 

Office for processing. 
 

Deadlines for Ballots to be Returned and Counted 

• Primary Election - All ballots must be received at Town Hall by 8:00 PM on September 1st 

• November Election - 

o Ballots returned in the drop box must be received by 8:00 PM on November 3rd.    

o Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked by November 3rd AND received by the Town 

Clerk by 5:00 PM on November 6th.  

• Please note that US Postal delivery services (outside of Rehoboth) are not consistent and can range 

from 3 to 11 days.  We recommend voters return their ballots in the drop box outside of the town 

offices by 8:00 PM on Election Day to ensure it arrives back to us in time to count. 

 

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON 
 

Early Voting in person will be available for the fall 2020 elections.  An application is not required to vote 

early in person...just show up and vote! 
 

State Primary Election Early Voting in Person  

Period:   August 22nd - 28th  

Location:  Town Offices– 148 Peck Street – Selectmen’s Meeting Room* – Enter from rear of building 

ONLY, the handicapped entrance, not the front door – Thank you.  Please Note: In order to adhere 

to the Social Distancing Orders signed by the Governor, voters will only be granted access to the 

Town Hall/polling location when the six-foot social distancing protocols can be met.   
Day  Date   Hours  

Saturday 8/22 10:00 AM -  2:00 PM 
Sunday 8/23 10:00 AM -  2:00 PM 
Monday 8/24   8:00 AM -  4:00 PM 
Tuesday 8/25   8:00 AM -  4:00 PM 

Wednesday 8/26   8:00 AM -  4:00 PM 
Thursday 8/27   8:00 AM -  4:00 PM 

 Friday 8/28   8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

http://www.wheredoivotema.com/track/trackmyballot.aspx
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema/track/trackmyballot.aspx
mailto:TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov
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Presidential Election Early Voting in Person  

Period:   October 17th - 30th  

Location:  Weekdays - Town Offices– 148 Peck Street – Selectmen’s Meeting Room* 

   Weekends – also Town Offices – 148 Peck Street – Rear Entrance – Meeting Room* 

 
Day Date  Times  Location 

Saturday       10/17            10:00 AM - 2:00 PM    Town Hall * 
Sunday       10/18       10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Town Hall * 
Monday       10/19         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 
Tuesday       10/20         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 

Wednesday       10/21         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 
Thursday       10/22         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 

Friday       10/23         8:00 AM - 12:00 PM     Town Hall * 
Saturday       10/24       10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Town Hall * 
Sunday       10/25       10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Town Hall * 
Monday       10/26         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 
Tuesday       10/27         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 

Wednesday       10/28         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 
Thursday       10/29         8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Town Hall * 

Friday       10/30         8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Town Hall * 

 

       *Please note that the number of voters allowed in Town Hall/polling location will be limited due to 

social distancing protocols. Entry to Town Hall will be from the rear of the building, handicapped entrance. 

 

Vote “In-Person” on Election Day – As already stated, the Board of Selectmen voted that due to the COVID-

19 Pandemic, State of Emergency and Social Distancing Protocols, all Elections for the remainder of 2020 (9-

1-2020 and 11-3-2020) will be held at the Palmer River Elementary School Gymnasium – 326 Winthrop Street 

(Route 44).  Please do NOT go to the POLLS if you are sick or have been exposed to the virus leading up 

to Election Day.  Instead please call our office 508-252-6502 for voting options from home.   

EARLY VOTING (by mail or in person) Frequently Asked Questions: 

If I applied for a vote by mail ballot can I appear to vote “in-person” at an early voting site or 

 at the polls on Election Day? 

 

If your vote by mail ballot has not been received back to the Town Clerk’s Office – YES, you may still 

appear to vote in person at the polls on Election Day.  These voters will be required to complete additional 

paperwork and will need to show an ID.  Should your mail in ballot be received after you voted early “in-

person” or at the polls on Election Day the mail in ballot will be rejected and will not be counted. 

 

If a vote by mail ballot has already been received back by the Town Clerk’s Office – NO.  A returned vote by 

mail ballot is considered cast and you will not be eligible to vote by mail, early “in-person” or “in-person” at 

the polls on Election Day. 

 

If I vote early “in-person” can I appear to vote “in-person” at the polls on Election Day? 

 

NO - If you appeared to vote early “in-person” your ballot will be considered cast and you will not be eligible 

to vote by mail, or “in-person” at the polls on Election Day.  Voting “In-Person” at the Polls after submitting 

an early ballot is prohibited as outlined in 950 CMR 4 7.19. 
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When & how is an early voter's ballot cast? 

 

All vote by mail and early voting in person ballots will be opened and inserted into a tabulator before election 

day or fed through the tabulators at the polls on election day.  These ballots will be kept secured, locked, and 

unexamined until the polls are closed on Election Day. More information on how Rehoboth intends to 

process these ballots will be available on the Town Website at https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/ after 

the Secretary of State provides regulations on processing ballots before Election Day. 

 

SAVE TIME & AGGRAVATION - KNOW BEFORE YOU GO: 
 

1. Am I a registered voter & what is my party enrollment? 

The deadline to register to vote or change your party affiliation for the State Primary Election is Saturday, 

August 22nd. You may register to vote or change your party enrollment online at:www.registertovotema.com 

Unenrolled (independent) voters will need to choose which primary ballot type they want to vote on. Voters 

who are registered in a particular party (Democrat, Republican, Green-Rainbow, Libertarian) MUST take that 

party ballot type – “verify your party enrollment” at  

(https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx) 

 or “change your party enrollment”  (https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/) by the voter registration deadline. 

 

2. Is my voter status "active"? 

Per state law, voters must return their signed street list census forms annually to the Town Clerk’s office to 

maintain an active voter status.  Inactive voters are still eligible to vote but will be required to complete 

additional forms and show an ID at the polls in order to vote. Voters who appear as inactive can change their 

status to active by emailing a completed census form to TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov before Monday, June 

22nd to avoid the longer check in process at the polls.  Check your voter status online at 

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx . 

 

3. What is my voting Precinct? 

Voters are strongly encouraged to know what precinct they will be voting in before arriving at the polls.  A 

greeter who will be managing the lines and providing entrance authorization to maximize social distancing 

within the polls will have the ability to look up your precinct – but this will likely slow down lines at the polls. 

Check your precinct online at https://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema/bal/MyElectionInfo.aspx 

 

4. What will I be voting on? 

 

Educated voters will reduce the amount of time necessary in the voting booths and reduce lines and crowding 

while voting.  View a sample ballots at : 
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots 

 

Our commitment is to keep voters and election workers safe: 

• Voting Booths will be cleaned throughout the day. 

• Unused or sanitized pens will be provided to those who need to borrow one.  

• Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrance and exit points. 

 

Remember, due to social distancing protocols, if you don’t want to wait in line outside in the elements, 

please consider voting by mail-in ballot and vote in the convenience and safety of your home. 

https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/
http://www.registertovotema.com/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/OVR/
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif4911/f/pages/2020_rehoboth_census_form_120419-final.pdf
mailto:TownClerk@RehobothMA.gov
file://///TOR-DC01/users$/lschwall/My%20Documents/ELECTIONS/Elections/ELECTIONS%202020/09-01-2020-State%20Primary%20Election/voter%20status
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema/bal/MyElectionInfo.aspx
https://www.town.rehoboth.ma.us/home/news/9-1-2020-early-voting-mail-application-sample-ballots
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